Secret sounds
of Canberra

here’s nothing quite like a

They perform in front of some of Canherra’s most beautiful

bit of spontaneity to liven
up what can sometimes be
just another day in
Canberra.

Throw in a dash of mystery and
you're sure to see Canberra come to
life in ways never imagined — that's
the thinking behind local Canberra
band, the Cashews’, recent “Summer
of Guerilla Gigs” — a series of totally
acoustic performances in unlikely
places around town.

The spontaneity and the mystery
emanates from the gigs’ locations —
they aren’t disclosed until one hour
before the performance.

“A week or so before a Guerilla gig
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backdrops. Petah Rhynehart reports on an underground
musical experience where concert goers only learn of the
venue by email or text-message an hour before the gig.

the band sends outan email to its
known fan-base, giving them the time
and date of the gig." band member
Pete Lyon says.

“We just leave out one of the more
important pieces of informarion —
the location. We ask people interesied
in knowing the location to send a
return email with their preferred
method el location notification in the
subject line.”

Here's where the power of

Cashews band members, Alison Procter and Pete Lyon, strum away for the crowd at
their Guerilla gig last week, lakeside near the High Court.

information technology and mass text
messaging meets Canberra’s
underground music scene.

Before heading off to set up for the
gig, Lyon sends an email or text
message to those who indicated a
deszire to be told the secret location.

1t's a crazy and guirky concept
which, prior to the first Guerilla gig at
the end of last year, definitely could
not guarantee a sizeable audience, if
any.

But the crowds have turned up with
the hour's notice.

The first gig in December on top of
Mt Ainslie at sunset drew a crowd of
40 people, excluding the tourists and
couples who didn’t anticipate the
company.

The January gig at the Carillion saw
a crowd of more than 100 gather fora
very uplifting evening performance.

Last Monday night’s gig on the
foreshore of Lake Burley Griffin, down
from the High Court, drew a crowd of
70.

Many have walked away from all
three Guerilla gigs pleasantly
surprised, and with a new-found
resgeut and appreciation of Canberra
and its hidden talents and landscape.

“I love the philosophy of what
they're doing,” self-confessed
Cashews groupie Graham Anderson,
of Fadden, who went to Monday
night’s gig with his son Nash, says.

“The Cashews’ music is awesome,
their songs are meaningful and I
support the concept of the guerilla
gigs vehemently."

Adrian Young, of Griffith, and his
wife Audrey, stopped to watch the giz
while on their regular night-time walk
around the lake,

“We were intrigued about what was
going on,” Adrian says. “50 we
decided to stay and delay our walk.
Their music was great acoustically —
you can't get better than that.”

Michelle Evans, of Curtin, and
Georgi Pepper, of Yarralumla, also
went along to Monday night's gig
afterseeing the Cashews’ gig at the
Carillion.

“We love the atmosphere,
especially the outdoor setting and the
fact it’s not in a smoky bar,” Georgi
Says.

Michelle likes how the Cashews
interact with the audience.

“Their music is about local things
like Sullivan’s Creek and the
Tuggeranong Parkway, it's Canberra
music.”







